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Background

Horsell Common is an area of privately owned “common land” that unusually allows public
access. Owned and managed, along with other nearby sites, by the Horsell Common
Preservation Society the site is an environmental buffer zone surrounded by urban
conurbations.

With visitors drawn to the site a means of enabling vehicular access was required, but one that
wouldn't tip the natural ecological balance. The brief provided to Grass Concrete therefore
included strict measures in respect of materials used. With a “full package” installation being
required to include sub-base works an instruction was given to maintain the natural pH values
found on the site. This called for careful selection of sub-base material that couldn’t be found
locally.




To avoid contamination into the underlying sub-grade the sub-base layer was applied to a non-
woven geo-textile.

With a need to provide access for maintenance vehicles the 100mm thick Grasscrete GC1
system was selected with A252; 8mm diameter mesh reinforcement. This would enable traffic
up to 13.3 tonnes to use the site. The Grasscrete bays were cast in alternate long strips of 5, 6
and 5 metre widths to create a traditional aisle layout using 100mm wide solid edges to each
aisle as markers. Individual parking bays markers were also provided with 200mm wide solid
concrete strips extending across each bay.



