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CASE STUDY  
 
 
PROJECT:  Surry Street Pipeline Projects 

Croydon Recreation Ground 
Brantwood Road 
Croydon 
Surrey 
England 

 
CLIENT:  

 
Thames Water 
 

ENGINEER: Thames Water  

CONTRACTOR: Galliford Try Infrastructure 

SYSTEM: GRASSCRETE GC2 (150mm thick)  

QUANTITY:  1200 m²  

CONSTRUCTED: 2007/8 
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Background 
 
Carving up open green space for utility installations is never likely to win popularity contests 
unless handled as sensitively as by Thames Water. With a need to create a crane access to 
two boreholes within a recreation ground the water company decided to adopt an approach that 
left little to identify the access to all but those who need to use it. 
 
With a potential for vehicles up to 40 tonnes the Grasscrete GC2, 150mm thick system was 
selected, with A393, 10mm diameter mesh reinforcement positioned in the cast on site 
structure. A 4.80 metre access width was formed with the 100mm wide monolithic edges 
delineating the route but at the same time enabling it to blend into adjacent ground levels. 
Turning heads were created to each of the boreholes that were visible only by two manhole 
covers. The Grasscrete was laid via a 20mm thick sand blinding over a 200mm thick layer of 
“Type 1” granular sub-base, on ground conditions that gave a CBR value of 4%. 
 
 

 
 
Working through winter months casting was able to take place on a daily basis using 
polyethylene frost blankets to protest newly laid concrete Topsoiling was undertaken after 
completion of concreting with the Grasscrete able to take deliveries of soil that was levelled in 
place by a skidsteer loader. 
 
Now complete the Grasscrete enables service access to the boreholes to replace if necessary 
the abstraction pumps as well as enabling a fire appliance to reach the site in case of an 
emergency. 
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Seeded with our Grassmix No.2 the low growth height means that the road doesn’t need a 
separate maintenance regime with grass being cut as part of the same exercise as for the rest 
of the recreation ground. The Creeping Red Fescue within the grass seed will encourage the 
horizontal spread of the grass that when coupled with development of natural lichen should see 
the surface naturally weather to fully blend in with its surroundings. 
 


